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Course Information

Course Name: 
IB Psychology

Unit Title/Topic: 
Unit 1: Internal Assessment Pt. 2

Course Level:
Year 2

Unit Duration:
7.5 Hours

Instructional Information
Standards
Information Processing Skills
3. identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions
8. identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose
9. construct charts and tables
14. formulate appropriate research questions
Map and Globe Skills
Not used.
Social Studies Reading Standards
L11-12RHSS3: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.
Social Studies Writing Standards
L11-12RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
Unit Description and Texts
Unit will consist of the writing of the Internal Assessment- a report on their plan for a psychological experiment
Text: IB Psychology : A Student’ Guide, 2nd Edition. Dixon, Travis (2025). Travis Dixon & Themantic Education.
Transfer Goals/Skills
Skills
Research
Communication
Details
Apply skills required to design, analyze and evaluate a simple psychological experiment.
Students will research to locate two appropriate studies for the IA investigation related to their topic of choice.
While planning the experiment, they will work on verbal communication in small groups. Following their planning, they will work on written communication skills through writing a simple report on their psychological experiment.
Approaches to Learning
Category
Thinking
Communication
Self-management
Cluster
Critical thinking: Analyzing and evaluating issues and ideas
Communication Skills
Organization skills
Skill Indicator
Internal Assessment – rough draft and final draft.

Details
Writing the IA requires critical thinking for design, analysis, and evaluation of the work. Students will be required to communicate within groups to plan their experiment, and within the context of writing about their experiment and potential results. Students will be required to exercise self-management as they organize themselves to complete their written report.
Content/Skills/Concepts
Students will know the following content:
Independent/dependent variables.
Operationalized hypothesis/null hypothesis.
Types of research designs.
Types of sampling methods.
Control and confounding variables.
Methods for data analysis – descriptive and inferential statistics.
Students will develop the following skills:
Design a simple psychological experiment based on a real-life problem and its impact on a specific population of interest.
Analyze and evaluate the results of a research experiment.
Write a report about a simple psychological experiment.
Apply proper ethical considerations within the context of a psychological experiment.
Students will grasp the following concepts:
Applying learning to real-world problems and contexts.
Engaging in experiential learning.
Learning Process
Small group/pair work; Reading and notetaking using textbook; writing rough drafts of each section individually.
Details: Students will work with partners to select an appropriate real-life problem and population of interest on which to plan an experiment. Students will plan the experiment and then work individually to write a report of their study.
Language and Learning
· Activating background knowledge
· Scaffolding for new learning
· Acquisition of new learning through practice
· Demonstrating Proficiency
Details
Selected: Activating background knowledge; Scaffolding for new learning; Extending Language.
Activating Prior Knowledge – utilizing learning from practice IA in Year 1.
Scaffolding New Learning – organizers for planning the design of the experiment, as well as for writing about the experiment.
Extending Language – utilizing an actual psychological experiment as a model for designing their own experiment, which requires students to read and understand at a high level.
TOK Connections
· Personal and shared knowledge
· Ways of knowing
· Areas of knowledge
· The knowledge framework
Details
Selected: Personal and shared knowledge.
Students will be collaborating as part of the IA process (shared knowledge) but will need to analyze and evaluate the potential results individually, building personal knowledge based on the results of the experiment.
CAS connections
· Creativity
· Activity
· Service
Details
Selected: Creativity.
Students think creatively about selecting a real-life problem and locating a population of interest that is impacted by that problem. Further, they will need to think creatively to develop a research question to address the problem and to design an experiment to study it.
Essential Understandings and Questions
Factual
What are you required to do for the Internal Assessment?
What are the steps for conducting a psychology experiment/study?
Conceptual
What ethical concerns are evident in your original study, and how will you design your study to address those ethical concerns?
Debatable
What are the potential results of your study and what are the implications of those results for public policy and/or action?
Common Assessment Tasks
	DP Assessments
	Assessment Objectives
	Formative Assessments
	Summative Assessments

	Final Psychology HL Internal Assessment
	
	Rough drafts of each of the 4 sections of IA
	Final Internal Assessment paper


Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Topic or Content
	Description of Learning Experience
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation (All information included by PLC in the differentiation box is the responsibility and ownership of the local school to review and approve per Board Policy IKB)

	LE 1
	Pacing of Unit
Introduction & writing Section 1-the Introduction
	Read textbook section on writing the Introduction.
Review rubric for Introduction section and with a partner, identify additional info on writing the section beyond what the rubric lists.
Partners read and score a sample IA Introduction, justifying their scores using the language of the rubric. Class discussion of the actual score and justification.
Write the Introduction Rough Draft individually using the textbook notes and Rubric as a guide.
	Student choice of topic for IA. Teacher provides individual comments Introduction Rough Draft.

	LE 2
	Writing Section 2-the Research Methodology 
	Read textbook section on writing the Research Methodology.
Review rubric for Research Methodology section and with a partner, identify additional info on writing the section beyond what the rubric lists.
Partners read and score a sample IA Research Methodology, justifying their scores using the language of the rubric. Class discussion of the actual score and justification.
Write the Research Methodology Rough Draft individually using the textbook notes and Rubric as a guide.

	Student choice of topic for IA. Teacher provides individual comments Research Methodology Rough Draft.

	LE 3
	Writing Section 3-Data Collection
	Read textbook section on writing the Data Collection.
Review rubric for Data Collection section and with a partner, identify additional info on writing the section beyond what the rubric lists.
Partners read and score a sample IA Data Collection, justifying their scores using the language of the rubric. Class discussion of the actual score and justification.
Write the Data Collection  Rough Draft individually using the textbook notes and Rubric as a guide.

	Teacher provides individual comments on Data Collection Rough Draft.

	LE 4
	Writing Section 4-Discussion
	Read textbook section on writing the Discussion .
Review rubric for Discussion section and with a partner, identify additional info on writing the section beyond what the rubric lists.
Partners read and score a sample IA Discussion, justifying their scores using the language of the rubric. Class discussion of the actual score and justification.
Write the Discussion Rough Draft individually using the textbook notes and Rubric as a guide.
	Teacher provides individual comments on Discussion  Rough Draft. 

	LE 5
	Formatting & Final Considerations
	Read textbook section on Formatting & Final Considerations.
Review rubric for formatting and with a partner, identify additional info on writing the section beyond what the rubric lists.
Partners read and score a sample IA format, justifying their scores using the language of the rubric. Class discussion of the actual score and justification.
Compile the Full Rough Draft individually using the textbook notes and Rubric as a guide

	Teacher provides individual comments on formatting of Full Rough Draft. 


Content Resources
IB Psychology: A Student’s Guide
Pacing of Unit SY26-27
IA Template SY27
IA Sample A
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